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Name: Private William ELLEMORE

Sex: Male

Father: James ELLEMORE (1860 - )

Mother: Isabella TODD (1866 - )

Individual Facts | | S

Birth 1890 New Silksworth

Census 1891 (age 1) 61 Castlereagh Street, Silksworth
Census 1901 (age 11) 12 John Street, Silksworth, Sunderland.
Death 14 May 1916 (age 26) France

Burial 1916 (age 26) Tranchee De Mecknes Aix Noulette, France
Military WWI1

Marriages/Children

1. Selina HANN

Marriage 1914 (age 24)

Notes (Individual)

Birth (1890): William's birth was registered in the June quarter of 1890 in Sunderland district. The reference number was
10a 611.

Death (14 May 1916): The CWGC website records that Private W Ellemore, 17747 9th Battalion, Y orkshire regiment
died aged 25 on 14 May 1916 and is buried at Tranches de Mecknes cemetery. It also records his address as 1, Robinson
Terrace, New Silksworth, Sunderland.

The cemetery itself is about 2km for the village, north of Arras. It was begun by French troops in May 1915 and was
consequently named from the Arab version o the town of Mequinez in Morocco. The cemetery was taken over by British
units in February 1916 and besides its present name it was called at times Pioneer Point, Mechanics Trench and Corons
d'Aix. There are nearly 200 1914-1918 war casualties commemorated on this site.

The Battalion war diary of the 69th Infantry Brigade in the two weeks leading up to

William's death reads as follows :

Hersin

1st May-The Brigade is in reserve to the 2nd Division and furnished working parties up to 1100 men daily.

Divion

5th May-The Brigade moved up to the Divion Area vide operation order No 49.

6th May-The Brigade was inspected by GOC Division.

7th May-In rest area. Brigade furnishes working parties of 350 men daily.

8th-10th May-In rest area.

11th May-Brigade moved to Hersin Area, operation order no 50.

Bully Grenay

12th May-Brigade moved up to take over trenches in Angres sector. Operation order No 51. The 24th Infantry Brigade is
on our right. The 6th Infantry Brigade is on our left.

13th-14th May-Enemy quiet. Very little Artillery activity.

The Brigade war diary for the 15th May, the day after William's death reads :

Enemy quiet; Less artillery activity than usual;slightly increased rifle grenade fire into Angres 1 (Sector held by
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9/Y orkshire Regiment) to which we replied effectively drawing in retaliation trench mortar bombs on our front parapet.
For the month of May, casualties within the brigade specifically for the 9th Bttn Yorkshires were Killed - officers 1, OR,
2. One of these 'other ranks' was William Ellemore, and it is probable that the cause of his death was the retaliatory trench
mortar bombs, the German response to the British beginning to gain the upper hand in the Arras salient.

Burial (1916): Buried alongside William at Tranches de Mecknes cemetery is Private Alfred Edwin Jones, 14942

Y orkshire regiment. His death was recorded 24 hours later than that of William Ellemore.

William is also commemorated in his home village of Silksworth, on the local war memorial situated in the small
memorial park and on a wooden screen located at St Matthews parish church.

Military: William embarked for the Westrern Front with the 9/Y orkshire Regiment (The Green Howards) on the 26
August 1915, one of 'Kitchener's men' ie a volunteer. The Battalion sailed as part of 69th Brigade, 23rd Division, one of
the earliest Kitchener Divisions to enter the war, completing its concentration around St Omer, northern France on the 26th
August 1915. However, the Division was not engaged in offensive action until July 1916, during the battle of the Somme.
The Germans attacked the French at Verdun on the 21st February 1916, their sole aim being to engage and kill as many
French soldiers as they could. The importance of Verdun to the French was well understood by the Germans and they knew
that the French would defend it to the last man.

The French 10th Army who had held the Arras and Vimy sector moved south in early March 1916 to be relieved by the
British 1st and 3rd Armies stretching their southern and northern boundaries until they met at Neuville St. Vaast, near
Arras.

On 3rd March 1916, orders were received by the 23rd Division (First Army) to relieve the French 17th Division in the
Carency sector of the Arras salient; the French wanted to build their reserves for the Verdun offensive. By mid March the
British would be holding a continuous line from north of Ypres to Maricourt on the Somme.

The Arras sector had been quiet and the French and German troops had adopted a 'live and let live' existence. The Vimy
sector was the complete opposite, it had consumed nearly half a million casualties since the start of hostilities and still the
Germans maintained the better defensive line.

It was intended that the British would hold the sectors of Arras as a purely defensive system, however in efforts to disguise
the summer offensive on the Somme and fool the Germans into believing a spring offensive was imminent the British
began to dominate no mans land. Central to this aggression was the work of the tunnelling companies. In a three month
period, to gain supremacy below ground, ten tunnelling companies were engaged in blowing mines, whilst above ground
the infantry struggled forward to occupy the far side of the crater. Between the 3rd and 15th May the British fired nine
large mines under the German positions, casualties were high but the Germans did not counter attack or retaliate to win
back their lost ground, preferring instead to target the craters and other British positions with artillery and trench mortar
fire.

Notes (Family #1) |
Marriage (1914): William and Selina were married in 1914, after the outbreak of war. The marriage was registered in
Houghton le Spring district, reference 10a 977 in the December quarter of that year.
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